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53. Nannoconus inornatus Rutledge & Bown (1996) 
 

   

   

   

   
Pl. 1, figs 8-12, 14-18 

 
1982 Nannoconus abundans Stradner & Grün, 1973; Taylor pl. 4.6, fig. 19 (EM). 
1987 Nannoconus abundans Stradner & Grün, 1973; Thomsen, pl. 6, figs 10-11 (EM). 
 
Diagnosis: A short, biconcave, pillar-like nannoconid constructed from thin plates 

arranged in a very low-angled spiral, with a narrow axial canal. 
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Description: The sides of this nannoconid are convex, and the ends unflared, slightly 
concave and identical, thus apical/basal ends cannot be distinguished. The height is 
generally less than the diameter, often considerably less. The axial canal is very much 
narrower than the wall of the nannoconid. The outer surface of the wall is smooth, 
giving a circular profile in end view. The thin plates composing the wall are arranged 
in a very low-angled spiral. 

Dimensions: Diameter 5.0-9.0µm, height 2.5-6.0µm.  
Remarks: Several previous authors (e.g. Taylor, 1982; Thomsen, 1987) have included 

Nannoconus inornatus within their concept of Nannoconus abundans, and consequently 
recorded an anomalously early first occurrence for this marker-species. N. inornatus 
is considered to be the ancestor of N. abundans, but it is important to differentiate 
between the two species clearly, in order to maintain the biostratigraphical integrity 
of N. abundans. 

N. inornatus differs from N. abundans in lacking a ?basal flange, from Nannoconus circularis, 
Nannoconus globulus and Nannoconus inconspicuus in having a narrower central canal, 
and from Nannoconus ligius in its non-petalloid profile. 

Two varieties of this species were recorded: a larger, highly birefringent form, and a 
smaller, shorter variety yielding only white birefringence in end view. N. inornatus 
developed vertical ribs in the Early Barremian (late fissicostatum Amm. Zone), giving 
it a regularly scalloped margin in end view. These ribbed forms probably gave rise to 
Nannoconus pseudoseptentrionalis sp. nov. in the late Early Barremian (elegans Amm. 
Zone). 

Derivation of name: Latin, inornatus meaning unadorned, referring to the simple, 
unflanged form of this species. 

Holotype: Pl. l, fig.8 (EM). 
Paratype: Pl. l, fig. 9 (EM); Pl. l, fig. l6 (LM). 
Type locality & level: BGS Borehole 81/43 (southern North Sea); l4.70m (Lower 

Barremian). 
Occurrence: Upper Hauterivian-Barremian of the North Sea area; rare through the lower 

part of this range, but becoming common/abundant in the Lower Barremian, just 
prior to the inception of N. abundans. 
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